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[MP’s Name]
Member for [Electorate]
Parliament House
Canberra, ACT 2600

Help bring critical support to Head and Neck Cancer survivors who face life-long challenges after treatment.
Dear [Full Name and Title],

My name is [Your Full Name], and I am one of your constituents in [Electorate]. I am writing to ask for your support to help address the unmet survivorship needs of people impacted by Head and Neck Cancer. As a [current patient/former patient/carer/family member/loved one] of someone affected by Head and Neck Cancer, I understand the overwhelming and unique challenges faced by survivors who are cured but living with the life-long side effects of treatment.
 
Insert personal story: Full Name, age, suburb of person affected. Name of the Head and Neck Cancer type diagnosed and when. Briefly outline the journey to diagnosis, what treatments were offered and the outcome. Current situation, the challenges related to HNC and expected outcome. 

Head and Neck Cancer treatment is often complex. Surgery can mean a person loses part of their face, such as a nose, eye or ear, and this cannot always be rebuilt through surgery. Facial prosthetics are an essential part of recovery and survivorship care. They can help people regain confidence, restore speech and function, return to work, reconnect with family and community, protect sensitive tissue and support ongoing recovery.

In 2025, the Australian Government commissioned KPMG to conduct an Independent review of cancer prostheses equity in Australia. Published in May 2026, the review confirmed significant gaps in the current system, finding that people requiring facial prosthetics face: 
· High out-of-pocket costs 
· Unequal access depending on where they live 
· No nationally consistent funding pathway 
· Gaps in workforce capacity, accreditation, training, specialist services and long-term support

Ahead of the 2027 Federal Budget, I ask you to support Australians affected by Head and Neck Cancer by writing to the Minister for Health and the Treasurer to support a nationally consistent External Facial Prosthetic Funding Scheme.

A four-year Commonwealth investment of $25.13 million would establish Australia’s first External Facial Prosthetic Funding Scheme. This would help people who need an eye, ear, nose or other facial prosthesis after cancer treatment, so they are not left to cover these costs on their own. It would also recognise external facial prosthetics as essential healthcare, not cosmetic or optional items, and help end the postcode lottery that patients and families face. It would also support the specialist workforce needed to provide safe, high-quality facial prosthetic care across Australia.

This support is critical for people who may otherwise have to use their savings or go without essential care. Many are already living with the visible and functional impacts of disfiguring treatment. Your support would help restore dignity, confidence, speech, function and community participation for Australians living with the life-long effects of Head and Neck Cancer treatment.
If you would like more information, I would be happy to meet with you at your office. You can also contact Head and Neck Cancer Australia to learn more about Facial Prosthetics: The Missing Piece of the Puzzle.

I appreciate your dedication to ensuring equitable healthcare and look forward to seeing your continued advocacy for those people who need it most.

Sincerely,

[Full name
Suburb, Postcode]
Contact information






[image: ]



Head and Neck Cancer Australia Limited
Level 3, 55 Pyrmont Bridge Road, Pyrmont NSW 2009
T: 1300 424 848 E: contact@headandneckcancer.org.au W: www.headandneckcancer.org.au
ABN: 44600709733
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